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Dear Friends and Supporters,

At the outset, I would like to share the good news that 
Mr. A. N. Radhakrishnan and Dr. V. Shankar have 
joined the Board of Trustees of Shriram Foundation.
 
Mr. A. N. Radhakrishnan, Advisor, Shriram Group, is a 
stalwart in the field of business & education. Dr. V. 
Shankar, President of South Indian Educational 
Society, Mumbai, is a philanthropist and has been 
supporting innumerable projects in the field of 
E d u c a t i o n ,  H e a l t h c a r e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  
Development.
 
Our CSR vision is keeping in line with our broad goal 
that education is a key instrument for shaping and 
fulfilling the goals of poverty alleviation and rural 
transformation.
 
All the schools, run under the auspices of Shriram 
Foundation, adhere to the core value of consistently 
working towards creating inclusive and democratic 
learning spaces where each child is empowered and 
happy.
 
As you will read this edition of the newsletter it will be 
apparent that our focus is on nurturing individual and 
community efforts so as to strengthen education 
provision not only to meet the learning needs but 
also for grooming children as future citizens.
 
Thanks to all members of our team and staff at our 
schools for their zeal to ensure equitable access to 
affordable quality education in under-served areas 
and thus working towards achieving a sustainable 
impact.

 
Akhila Srinivasan,

Managing Trustee - Shriram Foundation
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Prajna Bharathi Vidya Kendra, Shimoga, Karnataka

On the occasion of 
Krishna Janmashtami, 

various competitions 
were organised for 

children. These 
competitions were held 

at the Panchayat level.

Students participated 
in 17 events in the 
‘Pratibha Karanji’ 
organised at the cluster 
level.

Students performed a 
street play to promote 

the message- "say no 
to plastic" on the 

Independence day.

On October 2nd, 
students cleaned their 
school  campus and   
nearby areas.
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In Our Schools

Shriram Matriculation School, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

School was able to purchase sewing 
machines, acoustic system including 

speakers and microphones, sports 
material and educational supplies & 

academic material with the 
donations mobilized by 

Shri G.Obulunaidu, Shriram Transport 
Finance Company, Vijayawada.

Besides academics focus, initiative 
has been taken to conduct classes in 
stitching, embroidery and handicrafts 
for students from class 3rd to 7th. 
Two teachers instruct and guide the 
students in handicrafts, design 
(cutting & pattern techniques).

Classes in stitching, embroidery for students

Two computer systems donated by 
Shri G. Obulunaidu and Shri. M. 
Lakshmana Rao, AGM, Shriram 

Transport Finance Company, 
Vijayawada have enabled conducting 

of the regular computer classes as 
part of the  school curriculum for 
students of class 5th and above.

Computer classes

Newsletter contd.

Newsletter 
June 2014-November 2014 

www.shriramfoundation.org



In Our Schools

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu

Mr. Will Collins, an English Teacher at Rossall School, UK volunteered for 3 weeks in August 
and September 2014. He was instrumental in evolving the Levelled Reading Library Program 
with school teachers and also taught English to the students of class 4th and 7th and Shriram 
School of Vocational Education students at the campus. He has raised 800 pounds by way of 
fund-raising and coordinating with CARE Education Trust, UK. The money raised will be used 
to set up and run Community Sports Centre at Thiruneermalai as part of school’s outreach 
programme.

Volunteer

An important component of the co-
curricular activity at the school is the field 

trips. Every year, students from classes 
1st to 8th are taken on to different places 

of interest on field trips. This year too 
every class went out on a visit with their 

teachers between August and October. 
The adjacent picture shows class 5th 

students at a field trip to Dakshin Chitra.

Field trips

From having three Montessori environments till the last academic year, the school has seen 
an expansion of the unit to span six environments this year. The total strength in the 
Montessori is now 138 students, more than 60 from last year. Regular reviews by school 
management team with Montessori teachers and attending Montessori reading seminars 
only reaffirm the neuro-developmental benefits of classical Montessori education and its 
contribution in triggering brain function which in turn is a building block of learning and 
personality in the critical age between 2.5 years and 4 years.
The school continues to offer the Montessori Toddler programme for mothers and their 
toddlers. This year 30 children were moved from the Toddler environment to the primary 
Montessori. 

Expansion of the Montessori department 
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The management at the school recognizes that growth and success are wedded to happiness. It 
acknowledges that the Happiness Quotient of students, which draws from the bonding and 
culture at home and in school, with any opportunities given to them to pursue their passion & 
space to demonstrate their worth and win appreciation-recognition of their talents and skills, will 
eventually impact their intellectual growth and academic success. While the school keeps its 
doors always open to parents and takes efforts to counsel and guide them on parenting, it also 
constantly looks for ways to improve its existing resources, programmes and strategies to make 
the campus more supportive of its young scholars' endeavor to find their feet and explore their 
world. Existing programmes are strengthened and improved and new baby steps taken to bridge 
gaps wherever they are seen. 
The continuous process of thinking for the school is slowly evolving into a powerful vision for 
education that is being implemented through a multi-pronged School Improvement Framework. 
The four arms of the School Improvement Framework are the Student Empowerment 
Framework, the Teacher Empowerment Framework, the Parent Interface and the Resource 
Development & Utilization Framework, whose foci run parallel some times and converge and 
fuse at other times. The first term of Academic Year 2014-15 saw the emergence of the focus areas 
of the School Improvement Framework and within it, a clearly outlined Student Empowerment 
Framework, the many dimensions of which are being worked into small and big initiatives in the 
core curricular and co-curricular areas.

The evolving pedagogy 

Every year school faces requests for admission 
from parents of children who are past the 

Montessori admission age but are underage 
and unprepared for Class 1st.  This year the 

school decided to start a Preparatory Class for 
such children to prepare them for Class 1st. 

The new Preparatory class consists of 16 
children of a mixed age group who are too old 

to start Montessori but have never been to

Introduction of the preparatory class  

 school before. The Preparatory Class exposes them to basic mathematics and EVS concepts, 
teaches Tamil and English through rhymes, stories, alphabet identification and word building 

and hones their gross and fine motor skills with exercises, games, arts and crafts, besides 
training them in social skills and courteous behaviour.

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu
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Computer-based practice and self-assessment
As an innovation in learning methodology, the mathematics department at the school is experimenting 
with use of ICT in the practice of mathematics concepts. The well-equipped Computer Lab is the pride of 
the school.  Discussions with teachers led to idea of use of the Lab not only to further the computer skills 
of students but also to enable extra practice in other subjects, particularly mathematics.
As teachers circulate the class, they engage with every student in some way where they can measure 
their understanding. In the first term of 2014, weekly online maths practice sessions were introduced 
for the students of class 8th. The teachers selected free online resources for the sessions. These 
sessions have motivated the students and they have taken to these tests with enthusiasm and interest. 
As an incentive to improve performance, students who score full marks in the test are allowed to play 
certain select subject-related or cognitive skill building online games. 
The online practice sessions have proved so popular and useful that the school management is 
contemplating introducing online English practice for middle school students. The school has also 
extended the online maths practice sessions to class 7th.

After school initiative
To address the concern that students in the higher classes did not spend time at study after school hours 
and in view of the school expanding to classes 9th and 10th from the next coming academic years and 
the need for preparing students to face the State Board's School leaving certificate examinations, the 
management has come up with a unique initiative to open up space at school for after school self-study 
and revision for students of class 8. A mounting body of research points to the mutuality of academic, 
social, and emotional learning. In this initiative the focus is on student-centred learning and the role 
teachers play as facilitators to aid in academically and emotionally challenging areas the students are 
facing and which they share so as to aid in better remedial strategies with emphasis being on deeper 
learning and comprehension. Three teachers have been deputed to guide the students during the after 
school sessions that run throughout the week for one-and-a half hours per day. Other teachers step in 
to help to meet the different needs of different students. 

Some of the programmes and initiatives under the evolving pedagogy are being described
here under: 

The English Language Club in the school works on 
the premise that language is not learnt solely 

from textbooks. Language is a skill that is 
acquired from the environment and improved by 

use. The Club has been inaugurated with hour 
long sessions for class 6th, 7th and 8th. These 

sessions were well received by the participating 
students who were riveted by the activities and 

completely engaged in the process of working in 
English.

English Language Club

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu
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The Exhibition Day on October 17th was a 
grand gala celebration of exploring and 

sharing various dimensions of learning in life. 
To develop their innate talents, curiosity and 

creativity, students from classes 1st to 8th 
decorated their stalls and rooms and 

explained the exhibits and demonstrated 
their experiments with great confidence. 

Concepts from the different sciences, 
environmental and social sciences, 

mathematics, Tamil literary heritage, art and 
craft were among the topics that were 

elaborated in the form of exhibits, models, 
charts, experiments, activities and games. 

Models ranged from a magnet-operated 
process chart of the human digestive system 

to a smoke- spewing clay model of a volcano. 
A two-minute aerated drinks fountain show 

scheduled for every hour proved to be a 
crowd puller. In the Tamil room, immaculately 

dressed Avvai and Kamban held forth with 
great confidence while other students 

challenged the audience with activities on 
Tamil numerals.

Science in action and exhibition day at the school

Levelled Reading Program at the library  

Reading is an important aspect of language learning and education. To build that profound skill, 
school has recently launched a Levelled Reading Programme for the students of class 3rd to 8th. 
The reading levels of the students have been assessed and the students were classified into 
appropriate levels. The library books have also been divided into four levels of difficulty and colour 
coded on the basis of their vocabulary, sentence structures, amount of text on the page, size of text 
and illustrations etc. 
Small attainable and motivating milestones have been marked out to encourage our beginning 
readers. A periodic assessment of the Journal Entries by a panel of teachers will measure the 
progress of the children and show their readiness for moving to the next higher level. Every 
milestone that is reached will be celebrated not only by promoting the student to the next level but 
also by appreciating his or her progress with positive reinforcers like badges  and other small 
tokens of appreciation.

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu
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Events at the school

Participation in events in St. Britto's Academy, Chennai  

Weaving Yarns and turned out creditable performances. The students gained exposure to 
interaction with other children, discovered and experienced a new environment, and learned new 
ideas and strategies. 

St. Britto's Academy, Velachery, one of the large 
and reputed schools of Chennai, organized an 
event titled 'Young Forum' on July 25th and 26th 
for classes 1st to 5th and 6th to 8th. School 
students took part in many of the contests 
conducted as part of the event. The events our 
students participated in are Tangrams, 
Numerical Aptitude, Powerpoint Presentation, 
Concept mapping, JAM, Mastering the 
Ceremony, Storytelling, Tongue Twisters and 

Teachers’ day celebrationSocial Science Exhibition by class 6th students

Cultural Programme by class 6th studentsChildren’s Parliament

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu

8 Newsletter contd.

Newsletter 
June 2014-November 2014 

www.shriramfoundation.org



In Our Schools

Students turned in stellar performances in the 
different tournaments organised by the School 
Games Federation of India in the year 2014-
2015. In the regional tournament, school 
students were selected for the State level team 
in KhoKho (girls) and Kabaddi (boys). 
Both M. Shanthini and J. Subashini of class 8th 
who participated in the KhoKho (girls) regional 
tournament did the school proud by getting 
selected to play at the state team. In Kabaddi, 
out of the seven boys who participated, five 
were selected for the state level tournament 
and three boys participated in it. They were N. 
Kannan, M. Vignesh and R. Rahul of class 8th. 
Three students participated in the Table Tennis 
(boys) tournament of which two - G. Rahul and 
N. Thamizhavanan of class 7th went up to the 
State level. They also won titles at the district 
level.
At the Zonal tournament conducted at the 

Sports- victory all the way!

Donors and Fund-raising

Mr. Chari, MD, TAG Corporation supported provision of furniture (writing table and backrest 
benches) for 152 students of Classes 1st to 5th at the school and towards this gave a donation 
amount of INR 5,00,000. Also Cavin Kare supported provision of furniture (backrest benches) for 
189 students for Classes 6th to 8th and donated INR 3,00,000 towards this.

Government Higher Secondary school, Anakaputhur by the School Education Department in July, S. 
Kathir of class 7th  participated in the table tennis tournament in the Boys (Singles category) and N. 
Tamizhavanan and G. Rahul of class 7th took part in the boys doubles category and brought glory to 
the school by winning all their matches. They also won titles at the district level.
At the discus throw event in the athletics meet conducted at the Government Higher Secondary 
School, Otteri, in August, RS. Rahul of class 8th did the school proud by winning the first place. 

Shriram Matriculation School, Thiruneermalai, Tamil Nadu
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Sri Sri Vidya Mandir Matriculation School, Anaikoil, Tamil Nadu

Agasthya science lab has been set up at SSVM at an 
expense of about 7,00,000 INR. Two teachers have been 
trained at Agasthya center, Kuppam to organize the lab 
activities at the school.

Science lab

The Karadi Path Education Company is starting an English 
Language programme called "Magic English" for classes 
2nd to 5th at the school. The program aims at enabling 
language learning through action, music and stories. 
Karadipath offers its own set of teaching-learning material, 
regular training for teachers and frequent evaluation of 
the overall effectiveness of the program.  

Magic English: English language programme

Teacher training and development has received renewed 
focus at the school. A full time teacher coach for the 
primary school has joined. The coach offers support in 
lesson plan and execution, classroom management and 
assessment. Teachers are also investing time in material 
preparation for activity based learning.

Teacher training and development
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Medical assistance for VSR staff and students
VSR trustees have extended help to sponsor and bear cost of medical consultation and treatment 
for all the staff and students. A referral slip is taken from the School Director and given to doctors at 
a local hospital in Mulakcheravu to get free consultation and treatment.

VSR-Shriram School, Reddivarripalli, Andhra Pradesh

Solar panel installation
Towards a solution for frequent electricity problems due to load-shedding in Reddivaripalli which 
was affecting school functioning, the installation of a 3KW OFF Grid System of solar panels is 
underway. Also six computer PC systems mobilized for the school by the trustees will be utilized by 
the students once the solar panels are installed.

Events and activities at the school

Teachers’ day celebrationIndependence day celebration

Plantation by studentsStudents playing after the levelling
of the ground is done
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A parent speaks...

VSR-Shriram School, Reddivarripalli, Andhra Pradesh

It is like a dream… can't believe that the children are engrossed with a Montessori material learning silently in a serene surrounding at a very remote village REDDIVARIPALLI. It's a boon for the children of the surrounding villages from Shriram Trust and VSR foundation. Started in a very small way, though we had fairly sufficient material and building, we were lacking trained Montessori adults who could come, stay and continue to work in a rural area. It was at this time, Ms. Sujata R Kumar from Bangalore visited the school, understood the situation, immediate concern for the children and the need of a trained adults in the environment. All of us felt if the situation is not taken care of, the whole idea of Montessori of starting the Montessori school would fail. So it was felt it would be fruitful to train somebody from among the parents of the school, who were interested in getting trained in the Method. It was felt that local people with basic education could be permanent support if trained in the Montessori Method.

She took a daring and challenging step and started the journey with 6 trainees who were selected. 

As the presentations were being practised, slowly we observed the change in the trainees – the way of handling issues, the way they talked with their family members, the neighbours, the inner harmony in understanding the society. We observed their hidden talents, enjoyment of their work, sense of cleanliness and the most significant the LOVE FOR THE CHILD. These qualities were imbibed in them effortlessly and without teaching them directly. They started experiencing the process of learning within themselves, and expressed how their attitude towards life has changed, and how every moment has become a joy of learning.

This is a miracle of Maria Montessori, that I have seen happening at VSR. With my heart and soul, I extend my 'NAMASTE' with folded hands to Maria Montessori, who was so sensitive in understanding the divinity of the child; could reach the hidden child in every human being who came across her signs of unfolding the creation to the child. If this happens, worldwide, there won't be any negativity towards the child in the society. There are no words to thank all the people who are making the effort with love to impart this method of education in Reddivaripalli. THANK YOU.

by Sandhya, a privileged parent of Montessori children
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Vocational Education

Shriram School of Vocational Education (SSVE)

SSVE, Thiruneermalai admission intake for the academic year starting June 2014 is of 132 students 
for 5 courses. Courses offered are Electrical Technician, Non-Banking Financial Company (Business 
Management), Agriculture (Integrated Farming & Organic Farming), Two wheeler Mechanism and 
Tailoring & Embroidery. Our strategy for the admissions was to undertake an intensive campaign 
and address students and teachers (agriculture & commerce teachers) from Kanchipuram, 
Thiruvallur and Chennai  and  give career guidance regarding SSVE courses to various school 
students. This strategy resulted in a surge in the number of admissions which increased from 58 (in 
the last year) to 132.
Same strategy was used to enroll 73 students at SSVE, Anaikoil for 4 courses, viz. Welding 
Technician, Electrical Technician, Tailoring & Embroidery and Non-Banking Financial Company 
(Business Management).

Admissions

13 Newsletter contd.

Agriculture course students of SSVE 
Thiruneermalai visited Centre for Indian 

Knowledge System, Sirkazhi and to Centre for 
Indian Knowledge System, Javvadhu Hills as 

part of their field trips. The two organizations 
have undertaken an effort to build capacities 

of village based youth in organic farming 
from the year 2012. Students gained practical 
knowledge about the various organic farming 
components in a more elaborate manner and 
are exposed to technologies adopted both by 

individual organic farmers and by the 
community. 

Internship training Programme was arranged 
for 25 Agriculture students at M/s INDSETI 

(Indian Bank Self Employment Training 
Institute),   Thiruvallur; M/s  Siddharth Farm, 

Tenkasi under Zoho Corporation; M/s ADJ 
Agro Exports Ltd, Alamaadhi village, Red hills; 

and M/s Good Governance Guards, Besant 
Nagar, Chennai- 90. 

Integrated activities to enhance practical curriculum application
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Shriram School of Vocational Education (SSVE)

All the students of the fourth batch of Non-Banking Financial Company course got placed in 
Shriram City Union Finance Company in various branches of Chennai as well as in different parts of 
the state.
Students of sixth batch of Two Wheeler Mechanism course successfully completed their diploma 
and got placement in Hero, Honda, TVS and Bajaj.

Placement

14 Newsletter contd.

SSVE farm at Naduveerapattu Village is utilised 
only for Organic farming. Application of the 
principles of integrated farming enables 
students to learn by doing. Considering the 
suitability of season and soil, students planned 
and implemented cultivation of paddy and 
learnt about various technologies of System of 
Rice Intensification (SRI) using animal wastes 
i.e., cowdung, farm yard manure and urine 
from cattle  and goat. 

Integrated farming system

SRI technique introduced for paddy cultivation at farm has led to production output to 2000 kgs 
and yielded a production worth of 30,000 rupees of paddy with an investment of INR 10,000.
From June to November 2014, total income from farm land was INR 50,000 which includes rice, 
milk and vegetable sale.

The Cavin's Electrical Lab was inaugurated by 
Chief Guest Mr. Krishnan, Senior Manager, 

Cavinkare on  October 9th, 2014 and 29 students 
have enrolled for the course. Mr. Krishnan 

formally handed over the lab facility to College 
Principal Mr. K. Ramprasath after lighting the 

lamp and a brief speech.

Inauguration of Cavin's electrical lab 
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Vocational Education

Shriram School of Vocational Education (SSVE)

Shriram Vocational Training Centre (Tailoring & Embroidery Unit) of SSVE

5 women (parents of Shriram Matriculation 
School students in Thiruneermalai) and 3 
women from Thiruneermalai community work 
in the Shriram Vocational Training Centre unit 
of SSVE and process garment orders for 
stitching and embroidery from various vendors 
like Khadi Gramudyog and other organisations. 
The average income of this unit every month is 
between INR 40,000 to INR 50,000 on an 
investment of INR 35,000. Not only women are 
empowered to earn a living through this unit 
but also generate profit.

If you want to know more about the 
foundation and our projects then please 

write to us at 
shriramfoundation@shriram.com
 and/or bindu.bubber@gmail.com
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***

Recognition from  State Council for Vocational Training

SSVE at Anaikoil and Thirunermalai have applied for recognition from State Council for Vocational 
Training (SCVT). Once the recognition comes through by December 2014 will benefit the SSVE 
students of Non-Banking Finance Company, Welding and Electrical Technician course at both 
SSVE’s.  
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